
 
Town of Geddes 
 
Public Safety Committee Minutes 
 
January 22, 2020 

 
In Attendance: Councilors LaFex, Weber, Maroney, Supervisor Albrigo 

Police: Chief Gillette, Captain Fall 

Fire:  President Modafferi 

Meeting opened at 5:36 pm. 

The Solvay Fire Department answered 1579 calls during 2019, averaging 4 a day.  The 
firefighters assisted on the recent fires in Onondaga Hill, Liverpool and Fairmount.  The 
Rapid Intervention Team was activated to rescue firefighters in distress and danger.   

We welcome three new members to the fire department’s roster, and two of the members 
have experience. 

The Solvay Fire Department will not be able to participate in the Village of Solvay’s field 
days because of scheduling conflicts. 

Improvements to the tower of the Solvay Fire Station on Milton Ave will occur in the 
spring. 

President Modafferi explained how the Service Award Program, in existence since in the 
Town of Geddes since 1998, completed a RFP to hire a third party administrator to ensure 
that procedures are followed and that the program is in compliance.  After reviewing the 



two respondents, Penfllex from Latham NY was contracted for three years beginning 
1/1/20.  Solvay bank remains the financial institution partner. 

The Town of Geddes PSC councilors and the Solvay Fire Department’s Service Award 
Program Committee will in February to outline how the town’s representation will be im-
plemented. 

With the proposal to extend the days of the NYS Fair, necessitating additional staffing to 
provide 24 hour coverage (six per shift, 12 hour shifts), President Modafferi was asked 
questions about what is provided in the contract with the fair.  Meals, gas, office area and 
bunk facilities are provided.  The fire department will be re-negotiating the contract. 

Chief Gillette provided speed data from Beach and Ontario in Lakeland from August/
September 2019.  With a speed limit of 30mph, the data supported an enforcement level 
of “low”.  Resident Mike Kapuscinski attended this meeting to follow up on his request 
for stop signs to be installed at Ontario and Beach Roads in Lakeland.  He explained that 
the speeds he experiences primarily between 7-9 am and 5-7pm are higher than that due 
to the cut through traffic to 690 from the housing developments in Camillus.  Although 
the data is marginal to support a stop sign, coupled with traffic control data that states that 
stop signs should not be used to control speed, the committee decided that this situation 
parallels the one on Lakeside Drive in that it is a cut through for residents in the housing 
developments to access 690.  These two roads present similar situations so we voted to 
schedule a public hearing to install stop signs. 

The committee will review the Traffic Control flow chart to update and modify the 
process.   

We reviewed the proposal from Delacy Ford to purchase a replacement vehicle for our 
dog control officer.  The current van is 10 years old, and it is requiring persistent and ex-
pensive mechanical problems.  The committee approved the bid, and forwarded it for ap-
proval as a resolution. 

The annual Paint Westvale Purple Event has been planned for this year.  The respective 
paperwork has been filed for coverage by our Geddes Police Department.   

Vehicle and Traffic Law 375-41states that amber lights must be on snow removal vehi-
cles as a safety precaution.  This addresses a resident’s concern that some snow removal 
services do not have a light. 



We reviewed a bid to secure the south hallway on the main floor of the town hall that 
houses confidential information as part of our ongoing efforts to provide safety and secu-
rity to (confidential) information and personnel.  We are soliciting two other bids. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:41 pm. 

Our next meeting is Monday, 2/24/20 at 4:30pm.


