
Ethics Committee Meeting #3 of 2016
Date/Time: Wednesday, September 21, 2016, 6:00 PM
Location: Town of Geddes Town Hall Basement
Councilor’s in Attendance: Daniel Krawczyk (Chair), Jim Jerome (Committee Member), Jerry Albrigo (Committee Member)
Audience: 8-10

- The following documents were distributed to the audience and committee members: Town of Geddes Ethics Code, Town of Geddes Certificate of Compliance and Disclosure, Town of Geddes Ethics Complaint Form and Procedures, Town of Salina Ethics Code, Town of Camillus Ethics Code, and the Town of Dewitt Ethics Code.
- 6:00PM Meeting Called to Order
- No comments from the previous meeting were discussed as there was no attendance at the previous meeting.
- An explanation of the Ethics Committee vs. the Ethics Board was given (In brief; the Ethics Committee works on the Code of Ethics, while the Ethics Board reviews ethics complaints).
- It had been mentioned several times to committee members that the Town’s Code of Ethics was weak and needed to be updated to match other nearby towns. In reviewing several other town codes, it was discovered that most of the verbiage in the code was very similar.
- The one main exception to this was the conflict of interest recusal clause that other towns had adopted. In general, the clause stated that if you had a conflict of interest, then you had to recuse yourself from a vote. This item was going to be sent off to the Town’s Attorney for review in adding to our code.
- Members from past and present Ethics Boards (not Committees) were present at the meeting. They informed the Committee members of several important pieces of information regarding ethics board procedures and organizational issues. It appears that although everyone wrote letters committing to be on the Ethics Board, they were not notified that they had to sign the book with the Town Clerk and that they had to meet at least (2) times a year.
- Additionally it was brought up that some employees of the Town may not have signed their Certificate of Compliance and Disclosure.
- The next meeting date was not determined at this time.
- The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:50 PM.



Action Items:
· Councilor Krawczyk to check with Town Attorney regarding Ethics Code amendment to add conflict of interest recusal clause.
· Councilor Krawczyk to check with Town Clerk regarding signature procedure with Town book.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Procedurally the Town must come up with a better way to ensure everyone has signed the Compliance and Disclosure form as well as the Clerk’s book. 

