ZONING BOARD of APPEALS
Town of Geddes
1000 Woods Road
Solvay, New York  13209


March 12, 2015


Members Present:

Russell Miller
Frank Smolen
Linda Casertano
Dino Caloia
David Balcer


The minutes of the previous meeting on January 14, 2015 – Chairman Russ Miller motions that the minutes be accepted by the Board as presented.

Motion seconded by Linda Casertano
All in Favor:  Miller/Smolen/Casertano/Caloia/Balcer


Please take notice the Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Public Hearing pursuant to Sections 240-19 A + B of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Geddes on the 11th day of March, 2015 at the Geddes Town Hall, 1000 Woods Road, Solvay, New York at 7 p.m. or as soon thereafter as may be heard to consider the following application:

Appeal #586

The request of  Image Auto LLC of 948 Spencer Street, Syracuse, NY 13204 for a use variance to allow for the repair of vehicle wheels and the design of signature branding products such as floor mats, to be located at 126 Dwight Park Circle, Town of Geddes.


Chairman Miller invites Mr. Daly of Image Auto, LLC to present his request.

Mr. Daly:  We have a small business that we primarily repair cosmetic defects on automobiles, mostly for dealerships.  We operate across New York State, Boston and Philadelphia.  All those are operated out of a mobile platform.  In Syracuse we do have a small retail operation where we repair scratches and scuffs on wheels and bent wheels when they hit a pothole.  That is what we propose to do in this building at 126 Dwight Park Circle that we are moving into.  This will allow us enough space to grow into it a little bit.  We design floor mats and some brand name things we provide to dealerships and we print those in house – it’s a small part of our operation.  The reason for the variance is that it is zoned for Industrial Use B and the Use in question would be considered automobile repair – although we will not be repairing vehicles, no maintenance, no oil changes, we don’t sell tires or anything like that.  We just remove the wheels from the vehicle or most times the wheels come removed from the vehicles already and we sand, buff – get the scratches and dings out – or if its bent we place them on our straightening machine and this brings it back to factory tolerances and we return the wheel or reinstall the wheel to the vehicles if it is one of those instances where the customer has brought us the vehicle. Chairman Miller:  It’s done inside the building right?  Mr. Daly: Yes.  In the application we noted that it’s such a small operation that most of our business is that particular service.  There are many days where we do not have customers walking through the door.  We drive around and pickup wheels and drops them off or occasionally we do have a vehicle left on the premise and if that’s the case, it would be left inside the building.

Chairman Miller makes a few comments about areas with bad potholes and etc. 

Chairman Miller:  And your basic hours of operation will be?  Mr. Daly:  Monday through Friday 7:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. and not open on weekends. The question came up of a van located there and Mr. Daly said he had a joint venture with Café Kubal and he formed a separate company where he designed and built a hybrid coffee truck.  It was a onetime thing and hasn’t done that since. Image Auto is excited to start working, we have checked out the neighbors and they are excited to have Solvay Electric also.

The question came up of deed restrictions and there are none.  Peter interfaced with Paul and Chairman Miller has a letter stating that.  Mr. Daly invited everyone to stop by and see what they offer.  He maintains that they will only be “repairing” and not selling new wheels.

Chairman Miller closes the Public Hearing at this time.

Motion seconded by Smolen
All in Favor:   Miller/Smolen/Casertano/Caloia/Balcer

A copy of the application was sent to the Onondaga County Planning Board for their final action came back under Z-15-27 with no position but with the following comments:  The applicant must contact the Onondaga County Department of Water Environment Protection at 315-435-6820 to determine sewer capacity and availability.  The Onondaga County Water Authority (OCWA) recommends you contact them to determine water availability and service options.  And then get a letter back to this Board confirming everything has been addressed from both entities.

The following Use Variance was considered, the applicant cannot realize a reasonable return on his investment.  The Variance will not alter the character of the neighborhood and hardship was not self created.  All findings have been identified by the Zoning Board.  The surrounding area is zoned Industrial A and B.  A is for automobile service and repair and Industrial B does not and that is why Paul is here at this time.  But he will blend right in with that area with what’s going on over there. There currently is a businesses within 50 yards of 126 Dwight Park Drive which provides both service and repair to emergency vehicles. Miller made the following motion that the Zoning Board of Appeals of Geddes granted a approval condition that the applicant must comply with the Onondaga County Planning Board’s comments that the applicant contact the Onondaga County Water Authority and Department of Environmental Protection 

Councilman Jerome presented an update on his Committee’s West Genesee Street Corridor review.

Motion seconded by: Smolen  
All in Favor:  Miller/Smolen/Casertano/Caloia/Balcer












